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Senator Inhofe visited  Ethiopia 

A U.S. delegation led by Republican Senator James Inhofe 

visited Ethiopia a fortnight ago and held talks with Prime 

Minister Hailemariam Desalegn on issues of mutual interest. 

The Prime Minister expressed Ethiopia's desire to further 

strengthen its relations with the new administration of the United 

States particularly in trade and investment. The premier further 

noted that Ethiopia and the U.S. enjoyed a longstanding 

relationship and urged the U.S. to enhance trade and investment 

engagement with Ethiopia in general and to benefit from the 

African Growth Opportunity Act (AGOA) in particular. 
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Similarly, the anniversary was celebrated across the United 

States by thousands of Ethiopian Diaspora members. Eighteen 

major US cities including ,Chicago, Dallas, Las Vegas, New 

York , Washington D.C. Boston , Houston, Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Seattle, Portland, Atlanta, Oakland, San Jose, Denver, 

Charlotte, Iowa, North Carolina, and the States of Florida, Ohio 

and Minnesota stood tall among the many where the anniversary 

took place . 

In Washington D.C, hundreds of Ethiopian Diaspora members 

were congregated to jubilantly observe the 42
nd

 anniversary of 

the TPLF. H.E Girma Birru, Ambassador, Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

to the US, Mexico and Jamaica graced the event and made 

remarks.  In his statement, the Ambassador said that the purpose 

of the celebration is not only to reminisce those fallen heroes and 

heroines as martyrs but also to evaluate the struggle and 

rededicate ourselves to carry the torch even further. He added 

that the youth of today has a bounden duty of fulfilling the hopes 

and aspirations of those martyrs which were handed over 

through hard won struggle to building a democratic order in 

Ethiopia where justice, equality and peace prevail for all its 

citizens.  

 

Ambassador Girma Birru addressing the event held in 

Washington, D.C. 

 

  

 

AGOA is a United States Trade Act, enacted seventeen years 

ago meant for enhancing access for qualifying Sub-Saharan 

African countries to the US market. It has been extended by the 

Obama Administration to 2025. The Prime Minister also 

highlighted the need for strong support from the U.S. to build 

the country's resilience to the impacts of climate change, 

including the current drought are affecting some parts of the 

country. 

After the discussion with Prime Minister Hailemariam, Senator 

Inhofe told reporters that the U.S would continue to cooperate 

with Ethiopia. The Senator described Ethiopia as an ally of the 

US in the area of peace and security in the Horn of Africa 

region, and assured the Prime Minister that relations would be 

further strengthened under President Trumpôs Administration. 

Senator Inhofe, who serves on the U.S. Senate Sub-committee 

on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, said the US would 

continue to provide support for peace and security efforts by 

Ethiopia, particularly in Somalia and South Sudan and for the 

efforts to stabilize the Horn of Africa. 

 

Commemoration of the 42
nd

 Anniversary of the TPLF  

The 42nd anniversary of the Tigray Peopleôs Liberation Front 

(TPLF) was celebrated last month in Ethiopia and across the 

world. Particularly, the occasion was colorfully celebrated at 

Mekelle Martyrsô Memorial Monument in the presence of Ato 

Abay Woldu, Chairman of the TPLF and Chief Administrator 

of the National Regional State of Tigray. TPLF Central 

Committee Members, representatives from Benishangul Gumuz 

and Amhara Regions as well as a delegation from the 

neighboring country, the Sudan, were also present at the event. 

The celebration attracted hundreds of thousands of supporters 

and it was observed in the spirit of hope and jubilation.  Chief 

of Tigray Regional State, Abay Woldu, head of the Sudanese 

delegation, military officers and families of the martyrs laid 

wreath at the Monument. 
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Pictures from the event 

Establishment of the Ethiopian Diaspora Business and 

Investment Council (EDBIC) 

Ethiopian Diaspora members residing in the Washington D.C. 

metropolitan area held discussions on Saturday, February 25, 

2017 on how to establish a "Diaspora Business and 

Investment Council (EDBIC)" with the mission to enhance the 

engagement of the Ethiopian Diaspora in the U.S. and facilitate 

linkages with business opportunities in Ethiopia. Some sixty 

Diaspora members who have shown keen interest to do business 

and investment in Ethiopia participated in the meeting held at 

the Ethiopian Embassy in Washington DC.  

At a similar Diaspora business community meeting held last 

year, a committee comprised of ten volunteers was established 

to prepare the groundwork for the establishment of the Council. 

After conducting several meetings and long deliberations, the 

volunteers have completed their task and finalized drafting the 

bylaws for the establishment of the Council. The draft bylaws 

document was distributed to the participants at the February 25
th
 

meeting.  

According to the draft bylaws, the purpose for the Council is to 

organize the Ethiopian Diaspora community in the United State 

and provide a platform for business and investment 

opportunities in Ethiopia. The Council will serve as a liaison 

between the Ethiopian Government and the Diaspora to 

facilitate discussions with the aim of improving business and 

investment climates and opportunities. It will also facilitate 

seminars and discussion fora on business and investment 

opportunities and share business related information to its 

members.  The Council will be registered as an independent, 

non-profit membership organization. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, His Excellency Ambassador 

Girma Birru expressed his thanks to the participants for taking 

the initiative to establish the Council and encouraged them to 

advance the implementation of this noble objective. The 

participants have agreed to hold discussions on the draft bylaws 

and elect the board members of the Council at their next 

meeting. 
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Victory at Adwa - A Victory for Africa 

The battle of Adwa is probably the most renowned and historic 

battle in Ethiopian history. This celebrated victory by the 

Ethiopian fighters helped define the future of their nation, as 

one of only two non-colonized countries in Africa. The defeat 

of a European colonial empire by an African country, 

following the ñScramble for Africaò after the 1884-1885 Berlin 

conference a decade earlier, is not only a source of enduring 

pride and nationalism for Ethiopians, but also an inspiration to 

other Africans, who took up the fight for independence six 

decades later. Some historians suggest that this victory also led 

to the idea for the Pan-African movement. As a result, it is no 

surprise that on May 25 1963, Ethiopia under the rule of 

Emperor Haile Selassie was a founding member of the 

Organization of African Unity-OAU.  

A late comer to grabbing territory in Africa, Italy began 

colonizing Somaliland and Eritrea in the 1880s. It was from the 

vantage point of Eritrea from where Italy launched its 

campaign against Ethiopia. The immediate pretext of the 

invasion was a dispute of Article 17 of the 1889 Treaty of 

Wuchale. Italy insisted that the treaty stated that Ethiopia had 

to submit to its imperial authority, thus effectively making 

Ethiopia a colony of the Kingdom of Italy. The Ethiopians 

resisted Italyôs military enforcement of its version of the treaty, 

leading to the outbreak of war in December 1894, with the 

Italian imperialists occupying Adwa and moving further south 

into Ethiopian territory. On March 1, 1896, King Menelik II, 

who, commanded a force of over 70,000, defeated the Italian 

army, killing 7,000 of their soldiers, wounding 1,500, and 

capturing  3,000 prisoners, routing their enemy, and forcing 

them to retreat back to their colony of Eritrea. It has been 

speculated that, if Menelik had pursued the retreating Italian 

troops, and driven them off of the continent, it might have 

prevented a second Italian invasion. On October 3, 1935, Italy 

led by fascist dictator Benito Mussolini, launched its second 

military incursion into sovereign Ethiopian territory. Five years 

later in 1941, Ethiopia once again drove the Italian invaders out 

of their country. The 1896 defeat of a European nation, 

considered an advanced country, by Ethiopia, viewed as a 

backward Africa country, led to riots on the streets of Italy and 

well deserved consternation in the capitals of European powers.   

backward Africa country, led to riots on the streets of Italy and 

well deserved consternation in the capitals of European powers. 

As a result of coherent policy planning in energy infrastructure, 

the Gibe III hydroelectric power plant has now added 1,872 of 

megawatts to the countryôs electricity grid, and over the next 

two years, the Ethiopian Grand Renaissance Dam (GERD) will 

add an additional 6,450 megawatts, making Ethiopia the second 

largest producer of power in sub-Saharan Africa, behind South 

Africa.  The next step to develop the Horn of Africa is for 

Ethiopia, Sudan, and Kenya to extend their rail lines to become 

the eastern leg of an East-West railroad. Thus would transform 

Africa by connecting the Gulf of Eden/Indian Ocean with the 

Atlantic Ocean , creating an economic corridor that would 

literally revolutionize the economic power of the continent; 

contributing to the ending of poverty, hunger, and war. 

One cannot deny the success of Ethiopiaôs unique path of 

development, nor can one omit the important role contributed to 

this process by Ethiopiaôs successful resistance to foreign 

occupation; thus never having to suffer the dehumanizing 

effects of colonialism. 

Lawrence Freeman, 

Political ï Economic Analyst for Africa. 

March 1, 2017                                  
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